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NE W SL E T T ER #1

Term 1 2021

From The Principal
Dear Families,

We have had a settled start to the year. We warmly
welcome our new students to the school:
J2 – Diyon, Meron
J3: Azlaan, Nirvana, Mohammed Ali
J4: Christos, Caeden, Evangeline, Nabil
M3 Niharuka, Abdulamanan
We wish them and their families an enjoyable and
productive time at Errington.
Acquaintance Night
Great to see so many parents / carers at
Acquaintance night. Feedback from staff and
parents was it was informative and useful and a
good way to meet other families.
AGM
The annual report was presented at the AGM
meeting, this will soon be available on our web site,
as will our Site Improvement Plan. The Site
Improvement Plan is a document that outlines what
our particular focus area is to improve our student
outcomes (it is not a full account of what we do).
Both are available in hard copy at the front office.
Thankyou to the parents and staff who volunteer
their time to be part of council, it is greatly
appreciated. There are still positions to fill. Please
consider nominating, for further information
contact Niki or Peter Willson. All parents are
welcome to join a school council meeting as an
observer. Meetings are held on Tuesday of weeks 4
and 8 at 6.30 at the school.

Special Dates of Interest
Pupil Free Day

Friday 5th March

Adelaide Cup Day

Monday 8th March

Variety Kid’s Picnic at the
Zoo

Tuesday 30th March

Good Friday

Friday 2nd April

Easter Monday

Monday 5th April

Our 2021 School Council consists of:
Peter Wilson, Chairperson
Frederico (TonTon) Hatol, Deputy Chair
Mary Chrysostomou, Treasurer
Carly Nash, Secretary
Niki Takos, Principal
Ceri-Jane Price, Deputy Principal
Holly Runnegar, teacher rep Term 1
Last weekend we held a fundraiser at Bunnings. Thank
you to those families, friends and staff who supported
the event and a big thank you to Andy for his
organisation.
Art Show
See flyer regarding the Art Show Errington his hosting.
Jump In Support Options is the organiser and their will
be an element of fundraising for Errington. Not to be
missed - March 28th will prove to be a family/ disability
friendly, fun filled day.
Sports Grant
Each term the school received $2000 to be spent on a
sporting activity that many of students would not
otherwise access. Our PE teachers creatively thinks of a
variety of opportunities. An all time favourite is surfing.
This term our Middle and senior students have enjoyed
being out in the surf, see photos in this edition.

I’ll end my report with welcoming our new staff who
have much to contribute and have settled into the
Errington family;
Ceri-Jane Price, Deputy Principal
Samantha Southwood, P2 teacher
Courtney Hughes, M2 teacher
Bek Lynn, S2 teacher
Erin Bertram, music teacher
Tom Liscombe, S6 teacher
We have appointed many new SSOs, at the risk of
missing someone, I will say a blanket welcome to you
all.
Enjoy the long weekend and we congratulate and wish
Erin a lovely Wedding Day on Sunday.
Regards, Niki

From the Deputy

I would like to thank all the students, staff and School
Council members for warmly welcoming me into my role as
Deputy Principal at Errington Special Education Centre. I
have enjoyed a range of leadership experiences in a
number of specialist and mainstream educational settings
and also as an Interagency Behaviour Support Coordinator
when I supported schools to maximise and promote the
engagement of students with significant behaviour issues.
It has been a busy term so far, learning the routines and
structures within the school and most importantly, getting
to know each of the students.
As the term progresses I look forward to meeting more of
our parents and caregivers.

At the end of 2020 we ran an NDIS information session
at the school at which Tina Crowe from Baptcare and
Brie and Dallis from Adelaide Hills Therapy Hub
presented on many of these issues.
Here are the links to the NDIA website to the different
topics covered:
Change in circumstances | NDIS S48 change of
circumstance review (any time during the plan)
Internal review of a decision | NDIS S100 review of
reviewable decision (within 3 months of plan approval if
not happy with the plan)
Ways to manage your funding | NDIS Types of plan
management

Leaving school | NDIS SLES funding

Ceri-Jane Price
Deputy Principal

From the Co-ordinator

Preparing for your plan review | NDIS Different types of
reviews

SACE and Transition

Greetings All,
Where are you going and how do you want to be when you
get there?
In the Senior School, our focus is delivering learning
through curriculum to develop Hard and Soft Life/
Transition skills that enable our students to have a clear
voice and safe presence in their post school options.
Whatever curriculum we do is to support these goals.
Modified SACE is our way of representing these goals and
the learning/progress toward achieving them.
Whilst the year 12 students, families and carers, prepare
for their transition into the broader community, it is
important to recognise that many of the funding issues
facing them are common across the site.
I would like to acknowledge that the meaningful
engagement of our young people with their curriculum,
passions and interests involves both school, home and
allied health professionals.

Our students need to have in place those supports that
enable them to access that learning in a consistent, safe,
inclusive and responsive way. To do this they need to
access their plans and use them effectively .

Final year students are now exploring which post school
options they would like to engage with when they leave
school in early December. This process results in our
students going on visits to these providers with
incremental increases on a timeline that may depends
on certain criteria. If you are a parent of a final year
student, you may like to ask these questions:
Does the provider allow for your child to access their
services if they are under 18?
Will they accept them before they complete their year
12?
When may the child commence attending the preferred
post school option providers for their post school option
transition?
Please contact me if you have any questions about your
NDIS plan and your child’s education and transition
through the school.

May you be happy and well,
Alistair Hodge
Coordinator

Junior School News
Welcome back to all of the junior sub school families for
2021.
We have many new students and families and we would
particularly like to acknowledge and welcome them. Our
Junior classes all have an Australian animal theme. In the
Koala class we welcome Diyon and Meron, In the Echidna
class Mohamad Ali, Nirvana and Azlaan and in the
Wombat class Evangeline, Christos, Caeden and Nabil.
The new students are settling in well across the sub
school and beginning their learning journeys at Errington.
Well done!

Primary School News
We are back and ready to settle into another busy and
productive year in the primary sub school. This year we
have 3 classes. We are the Kingfishers, the Jabirus and
the Kookaburras.
We welcome back some old friends, and welcome some
new friends who have moved up from the junior school.
We also have a new teacher, Samantha Southwood join
our team. She is teaching in the Kookaburra class.
As always, we have had a productive start to the year
and are busy settling into our new classes. Students and
staff are getting to know one another and are learning
about our new routines and expectations.

We are all looking forward to a good and positive year
full of learning and fun!

Middle School News
Middle School have had a great start to 2021! We are
currently exploring Australia as our thematic studies. We
have been imbedding this across all our core subjects
inspiring our Art Work, Design and Technology with
Australian Cuisine, Science and History. Middle School
have a fundraising project with Villi’s and decided that they
wanted to use this money to sponsor a native animal in
need, after talking about recent events in history and the
bush fires. On Wednesday we met a volunteer who rescues
Koala’s and gave them $40.00 towards baby Clifton’s food
and care.
We are looking forward to see where our “Aussie”
Learning Adventures take us next!

Senior School News
Welcome back to all the familiar students & families in
the Senior sub-school, and we also welcome the
students & families who have transitioned into Seniors
from Middles this year. The Seniors students have made
a fantastic start to the year and we have hit the ground
running with so much happening!
Students from S3 & S5 are proud to announce the grand
opening of the Bunji Café. The name “Bunji”, meaning
“friend” or “mate” in some Indigenous Australian/First
Nation people/s languages was chosen by students as a
representation of paying respect to the Kaurna
traditional custodians of the land and sea, here in the
Adelaide Plains.
Each week, students have been engaging in the tasks of
collecting orders from staff for coffee, tea and cookies
and then preparing for Fridays when the café is open
for business. Students have been focusing on working
towards achieving their Modified SACE Personal
Learning Goals in Business Innovation by demonstrating
safe work practices when participating in the
workplace, planning for he business model &
performing relevant tasks, and adapting communication
skills relevant to context.

Community News

