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NE W SL E T T ER # 7

Term 4 2019

From the Principal
Teachers have been busy assessing and reviewing
student progress. This will inform reports, One Plan
goals, provide whole school data for future planning
and inform class placement for 2020.
We are very excited to report we have met our
whole school target as part of our Site Improvement
Plan, in the area of English and whilst on reflection
we aimed a little high in the area of personal and
social we are very happy with our results:
Site Improvement Plan review
Goal 1: Every student will show growth in ABLES
English
Target: 15% of the identified students in 2018 in
Bands A,B,C of ABLES Speaking and Listening move
up 1 band in 2019
Achievement: 48% of students that were
identified in bands A, or B in 2018 have moved up at
least 1 band, 33% of these students have moved up
at least 2 bands and 10% have moved up at least 3
bands in 2019.
Goal 2: All students increase band levels as
referenced in ABLES Personal and Social: Self
emotions skills in self-regulation.
Target: 50% of ABLES band ‘B’ students move to
band ‘C’.
Achievement: 39% of students identified in 2018 in
band B have moved up at least 1 band, 13% of these
students moved up at least 2 bands and 5% have
moved 3 bands in 2019.
In 2020 our focus will be to go deeper and
narrower in literacy and communication, continuing
our priority of increasing communication for all our
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students and increasing letter/ word recognition
and reading levels using a whole school balanced
literacy approach. In the area of personal and social, we
aim to continue the structured teaching approach and
positive behaviour support across the school.
We can all be very proud of the focus on academics at
Errington.
Our yard redevelopment in the Primary and Middle
years was in response to low student
engagement which we observed led to behaviour
incidents in the yard. Our pre and post data has
shown a significant reduction in incidents in those
yards, the panels added recently has further added to
the variety of areas students can engage in.
We had terrific feedback from parents who attended
the opportunity to visit the swimming classes. A record
number of families took advantage of the opportunity
and I know the students took pride in displaying their
skills. Well done to all involved and many thanks to
Minda pool staff.
I thank all the staff and families who supported our
fundraiser at the Bunnings sausage sizzle, we raised
over $3000! These funds will be distributed across the
subschools. I am always very appreciative of the
support we receive on these days.
Four students will be graduating this year. The leavers
assembly will be on Tuesday 3rd Dec at 9.15am. All are
welcome.
Classes are busy preparing for the end of year
activities, I look forward to seeing many of you at these.
Juniors have their end of year celebration on Monday
2nd December, Primary’s on Friday 6th December and

Middles have their end of year lunch on Thursday
5th December.
New staff
Errington welcomes Lorraine
Foreman who has been filling the
Business Manager role since last term.

We also welcome our groundsman Victor
Mark Joseph who has been busy 3 days a
week with maintenance and grounds
activities.
Regards
Niki Takos

From the Cooordinator
Transition
Here we are at the middle of Term 4. My golly gosh (as a
particular S2 teacher is prone to say)!
The Senior School staff have worked diligently with a range
of different providers to support a safe, effective and
dynamic transition process that is individualised to the
needs, passions and interests of our final year students.
We have been with you through the process of
investigation, selection and trials… the hopes and fears as
well as the visits with the students to support them to
explore their new growing spaces, the new friends to be
found there and the opportunities for new adventures and
possibilities.
This is also a time of welcoming out 2020 students into the
transition process. I look forward to those 2020 final year
students and families/carers meeting with me in week 6 on
Thursday 19/11/2019 night at 4 PM at Errington. This
meeting will be a forum to discuss next year’s transition
process and issues/points that you would like to air. If you
are unable to make this time, you are most welcome to
meet with me privately and/or communicate with me
through email.
SACE
We welcome into the SACE those students who are
preparing to move into the Senior Sub School. There awaits
a wonderful range of SACE subjects for you to engage in.
We look forward to supporting you to discover how you
can explore your interests, passions and learning needs
through an individualised learning program embedded in
the SACE
framework.
At this time, the Senior School staff are exploring the
subjects for next year and planning an exciting menu of
learning opportunities.
For those students currently enrolled, you are all on track
to complete your SACE units. Those who are final year
students, we… we are almost there, you are about to complete your SACE Modified
Certificate…. What a wonderful and incredible
achievement.

Regards
Alistair

Junior School News
Fun hands-on activities in Junior School
The desire to engage with sensory play comes naturally
for all children and should be encouraged and
supported.
Sensory-based play includes any activity that stimulates
child's senses of touch, smell, taste, sight and hearing,
as well as anything, which engages movement and
balance.
Some examples of sensory- based activities that we are
engage our students with are: blowing and watching
bubbles float and feeling them land on their skin, paying
with gloop and shaving cream, watching the colours mix
and the patterns form by finger painting or sponge
painting, hot days water play, playing with playdough
and kinetic sand as well as playing musical instruments.
There are many benefits of sensory play. Some of them
are: Exploration and investigation of environment and
making own conclusions. Sensory-based play
encourages the development of motor skills and
problem solving and supports language development.
Everyday our senses provide us with vital information
that we use to make many important decisions a day
and it is a reason that helping our children to learn
about their own senses is so important.

Primary School News
The primary sub school celebrated Halloween with fun
Literacy and Numeracy activities. Some students practiced
handwriting to Halloween themed letters and shapes and
some students wrote about what they could see in a
Halloween picture. Numeracy tasks included measuring
broomsticks, sorting pumpkins by size and adding witches
and back cats. Art tasks included making spooky scenes,
led light pumpkins and pipe cleaner spiders. For cooking
we made scary biscuits with bulging eyes, scary teeth and
chewy brains! All the classes had a fun week while
learning.

Middle and Senior School News
The Middle and Senior sub-school combined for a morning
of Halloween fun to practice our social communication
skills in a novel and motivating context. Students were
involved in creating spooky decorations, goody bags and
coordinating visitors to their classrooms for trick or treat!
Here’s what some of the students had to say about the
day…

By
Liam

By Lucas
“I have something to say – more to say – categories –
characters – Princess Poppy! - Lara

All students will be recognised for their participation with
a commemorative medal. Furthermore, 2 students from
the Middle sub school will be attending a presentation
day with the Premier and other students from across the
state, later in the month.
Shout out for volunteers
From time to time, the Errington school community are
asked to support charities which support our school. On
Sunday 24th November and Saturday 30th November
both Rotary Holdfast Shores and Rotary West Torrens are
looking for a couple of adults to help with their catering
events. If you are free to help and keen to do so please
contact Andy Delaney through the school number 08
8293 3779 and he will be able to give you the finer
details.
Regards
Andy Delaney

PE/Health/Fundraising News
Another busy term so far….
Twenty of our students/families were invited as guests
of the SA Tourism Commission and National Pharmacies
to attend the Pageant last weekend.
Bunnings BBQ raised over $3000. Thank you to both
staff and families involved and Coles who once again
supplied all the produce for free.
We have recently received grants for 2 iPads,
covers and $400 worth of itunes vouchers to install
proloquo2go. Recipients were Tyler and Bob in J3/J2.
Whilst I was away, Andy spoke at a Variety dinner,
primarily to thank Variety for their support and he
highlighted our desperate need for a large wheelchair
bus. We received a notification of a grant of $9000 from
Variety which has been spent on the playground/
fences/panels.
Sporting schools have granted the school $2200 to
upgrade cycling stock and buy new bikes where needed.
Premiers Be Active Challenge
Errington has once again been recognised, statewide,
for our participation in Physical Activity/PE and School
Sport through the Premiers Be Active Challenge. We
were thrilled once again to receive a letter from the
Premier stating:
"I write to congratulate you and your school
community for being selected as one of the top 50
highest achieving schools in South Australia in the
2019 Premier's Be Active Challenge".

Choir News
The choir is performing at Westfield Marion
Shopping Centre on Thursday December 5th during
Disability Week. The Rainbow Choir will perform at
11:00am at the bottom of the stairs leading up to the
Movie Theatre. Please come along to support the Choir.
Regards
Georgia and Lee

